H I S T ORY

A COMMUNITY
COMING TOGETHER
The site of the Bartley-Decatur Neighborhood Center (BDNC), located at 918 E. Calhoun Street
in Springfield, Missouri, has a rich history of social service to the Midtown/Sherman Avenue
neighborhood and surrounding community. Originally constructed as a private residence in the
early 1900s, The Springfield Colored Hospital Association acquired the building in the early
twenties and created a hospital to provide for the health-care needs of Springfield’s Black
community. Over the next 50 years, the building housed a nursing home and veteran’s home for
Springfield’s African American population.
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‘What Makes Us Unique’: BDNC can help make a good community even
better by utilizing community assets that are already in place and making those assets more
accessible to those who would benefit the most.

OUR GOALS AND
ANTICIPATED ACTIVITIES
Many of the BDNC goals are considered “Red Flag” issues in the Springfield-Greene County
area. Particularly housing, health-care, and the persistence of poverty.

GOALS
INCREASE
QUALITY OF
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
INCREASE HEALTH
KNOWLEDGE AND
HEALTHCARE
ACCESS

EMPLOYMENT
SEEKING AND JOB
SKILLS TRAINING

TUTORING AND
EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE

NEIGHBORHOOD
DEVELOPMENT

ACTIVITIES

PROJECTED OUTCOMES

Advice and information on affordable housing
opportunities and financial assistance available
in Springfield

Improve knowledge and access to quality
affordable housing. Increase participation in
underutilized services for low income residents
and assist in locating housing appropriate to
resident needs.

Affordable, easily accessible health screenings
and lifestyle counseling for improved health
and fitness. Both physical and mental health will
be addressed as well as drug use/abuse (where
applicable).

Increase availability, quality and awareness of
locally available affordable or subsidized
healthcare. Provide easily accessible health
screenings which will allow earlier detection
and treatment as well as enhance quality of life
through health education and disease
prevention.

Provide generalized job skills training and aid in
job placement with services (such as online
application assistance) designed to facilitate
employment searches. Education and training
will also be provided with the goal of increasing
entrepreneurship in the community.

Increase employment and income, particularly
in sustainable, well- paying professions with
reasonable job security.

Provide academic guidance and tutoring for all
ages.

Increase high school graduation rates and
academic achievement among neighborhood
youth and substantially reduce adult illiteracy
and improve math and science skills at all
ages.

Provide general meeting space with
presentation and telecommunications
equipment for local gatherings and
conferences. In addition, there is public
computer access and basic computer skills
training.

Enhance community involvement and
coordination through communication and
networking. A community gathering place
equipped with the latest communications and
information technology will allow profoundly
increased participation and neighborhood
outreach.

OUR FOCUS AREAS
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Assistance with housing will include visits from
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legal professionals for questions on
homeowner and renter’s rights as well as

Employment opportunities have also been

access to agencies working to improve

identified as a significant need by community
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members. Therefore, workshops on resume
writing, job searches and career training are
also areas of direct service focus for the
center. The residents of the Midtown/Sherman
Avenue neighborhood have identified that
the most valuable asset to the community is
local entrepreneurship. Therefore, BDNC
plans to bring in financial and business
professionals to guide and advise startup
businesses.
Access to healthy food and affordable
housing have also been identified as
neighborhood needs. Partnerships with local
health organizations and hospitals could be
able to provide regular health education and
screenings. Since good health begins with a

OTHER POTENTIAL USES
FOR THE CENTER
• The technologically advanced conference room is available for members of the community
to rent for a small fee (either by the hour or the day).
• Bartering Program –it is our hope that members of the community will take this opportunity
to get to know each other and share services.
• BDNC is optimistic that local nonprofits will utilize office space in the building. This
collaboration between assistance nonprofits in one location will increase community access to
needed services.
• Pick up site for scheduled mobile food pantry and similar services.

Since the renovation is complete, BDNC is

coordinate services as well as funding for

seeking operational funding to provide for staff

occupancy costs in order to provide these

to manage activities, volunteers, and
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‘What Makes Us Unique’: BDNC can help make a good community even
better by utilizing community assets that are already in place and making those assets more
accessible to those who would benefit the most.

LEADERSHIP

ordained minister with Deliverance Temple
Ministries, in Springfield, Missouri.
He is currently the Chairman and Executive

A Missouri native and lifelong resident, Mark

Director of the Bartley-Decatur Neighborhood

Dixon has lived and worked in Springfield,

Center, Inc. For seven years Mark worked with

Missouri since 1978. He earned his bachelor’s
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degree in psychology and religious studies at
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Missouri State University. He is also an
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McKinney, Treasurer Samuel G. Knox,

recently, planning and implementation

Secretary, Sidney Needem and Cheryl Clay.

consultant. His previous work experience

The six permanent member organizations are:

includes a broad range of activities from

The African American Agenda Collaborative,

laboratory technician, sales representative, and

Inc, The Ministers' Coalition of Springfield,

small business owner. Mark serves, and has

Inc., Unite of Southwest Missouri, The

served, on a number of community and

Springfield Branch NAACP, The Sherman

regional boards and committees.

Avenue Project Area Committee, and

Board Members: Mark A. Dixon, President.

Washington Ave Baptist Church.

David Huskisson, Vice President, Tyrone

‘What Makes Us Unique’: BDNC is made up of community members,
volunteers, and board members from a variety of racial and ethnic and socio-economic
backgrounds, all with unique ties to the Midtown/Sherman Avenue neighborhood.

